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PANAMA FOR AMBASSADOR JORDAN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, NU, PN 

SUBJECT: SOMOZA'S RELATIONS WITH TORRIJOS TAKE TURN FOR THE WORSE 

1 . PRESIDENT SOMOZA'S RELATIONS WITH TORRIJOS APPEAR TO HAVE TAKEN 

A TURN FOR THE WORSE. LAST WEEK SOMOZA TOLD ME THAT HIS AMBASSADOR 
TO PANAMA. DANILO SANSON ROMAN, REPORTED TO HIM THAT TORRIJOS HAD 
BLAMED NICARAGUA FOR THE OCTOBER 6 CRASH OF THE CUBANA AIRLINER 
NEAR BARBADOS. AMBASSADOR SANSON CLAIMED THAT TORRIJOS HAD MADE THIS 
CHARGE TO THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR. SOMOZA SAID THAT HE WAS FURIOUS 
WITH TORRIJOS FOR SPREADING SUCH IRRESPONSIBLE RUMORS, AND THAT HE 
INTENDED TO TELEPHONE TORRIJOS TO COMPLAIN. 

2. SOMOZA ADDED THAT TORRIJOS RECENTLY REPLACED PANAMA S AMBASSADOR 
TO NICARAGUA AND INSTRUCTED THE NEW AMBASSADOR TO QUOTE IMPROVE RELA- 
TIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES UNQUOTE. YET TORRIJOS AS THE SAME 

TIME INDULGED IN RECKLESS AND UNFOUNDED CHARGES AGAINST HIS GOVERN- 
MENT. HE SAID THAT HE CONSIDERED SUCH CONTRADICTORY CONDUCT TO BE 

TYPICAL OF TORRIJOS. 

3. SOMOZA ALSO EXPRE SED HIS ANNOYANCE AT TORRIJOS FOR ALLEGEDLY 
ALLOWING MEXICAN-NICARAGUA TERRORIST, EDUARDO CONTRERAS, TO TRANSIT 
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HIM. CONTRERAS WAS THE LEADER AND ORGANIZER OF THE DECEMBER, 1974, 

TERRORIST ATTACK IN MANAGUA AND WAS KILLED LAST WEEK IN AN ARMED 
CLASH WITH THE NICARAGUAN NATIONAL GUARD. 
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